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UW LIBRARIES REACH STATUS AS TOP RESEARCH LIBRARY

SUBMITTED NEWS

The University of 
Wyoming’s status as a 
top research institution 
has been bolstered with 
UW Libraries achieving 
membership in the Greater 
Western Library Alliance, 
a consortium of 32 
research libraries located 
in the central and western 
United States.
The announcement was 

made Thursday at the UW 
Board meeting.
The Library Alliance 

is a project-oriented 
consortium, nationally 
recognized as a leader in 

transforming scholarly 
communication, and as a 
facilitator in applying new 
information technologies. 
GWLA members develop 
programs related to 
scholarly communication, 
interlibrary loan, 
shared electronic 
resources, cooperative 
collection development, 
digital libraries, staff 
development and 
continuing education.
“The inclusion of UW 

as a member of GWLA is 
validation of our university 
goal in developing a 
research library that 
supports teaching and 
research for UW students 
and faculty,” Maggie 
Farrell, UW Libraries 
dean, said in a news 
release. “Ten years ago, 
UW had a very good 
undergraduate library, but 
we were failing to support 
the areas of distinction for 
university programs.”

With Library Alliance 
membership, UW students 
and faculty should have 
faster access to research 
collections complementing 
UW Libraries’ own 
collections. 
UW can purchase some 

research databases at 
lower costs, saving the 
university money through 
collective purchasing 
power. UW Libraries 
also has peer partners 
for grants, professional 
development and special 
projects that were lacking 
previously by not being a 
part of a large research 
library cooperative, Farrell 
said.
“We are thrilled to 

welcome the University 
of Wyoming as the newest 
member of the Greater 
Western Library Alliance. 
The UW Libraries possess 
a talented and enthusiastic 
staff, strong special 
collections and an even 

stronger commitment to 
collaboration with research 
universities in the region,” 
Library Alliance Executive 
Director Joni Blake 
said in the release. “The 
university administration 
and Board of Trustees 
are to be commended for 
their notable support of 
the university libraries to 
ensure everyone in the UW 
community has access to 
best research and teaching 
resources.”
Earlier this fall, a three-

person GWLA team was 
at UW for an on-site 
inspection, similar to a 
college accreditation visit 
that analyzes collection 
size and scope, services 
and potential contributions 
to the alliance.
GWLA members 

were impressed with 
the concerted effort 
of governors Dave 
Freudenthal and Matt 
Mead, the Wyoming 

Legislature, UW Board 
members, UW President 
Tom Buchanan and 
Academic Affairs to make 
library collections and 
services a top university 
priority, Farrell said.
“While the funding for 

collections was provided 
through legislative and 
tuition initiatives, the 
focus of everyone on this 
priority demonstrated a 
commitment that benefits 
the university as well as 
the state,” she said.
Since 2004, the university 

and its board have worked 
with the state Legislature 
and the two governors to 
strengthen UW library 
collections and services.
Together, UW and 

the state have invested 
more than $9 million in 
collections for the UW 
Libraries and the UW 
Law Library, Farrell said. 
That includes a $1 million 
digitization project that 

funds a digital librarian, 
equipment and software to 
support the new focus on 
digitizing UW collections 
to expand access to the 
libraries’ resources.
In addition, the 

Legislature appropriated 
nearly $50 million for 
a new addition and 
renovation of the W.R. 
Coe Library, which was 
dedicated in November 
2009.
“UW deeply appreciates 

the support of the 
Wyoming Legislature, 
Gov. Dave Freudenthal 
and Gov. Matt Mead in 
understanding the vision 
of UW to create a robust 
library collection that 
benefits the university and 
the state,” Farrell said. “A 
strong research library 
for UW benefits the entire 
state because Wyoming 
citizens are able to check 
out materials and use 
databases on site.”

The state 
benefits from 
the research 
libraries

Laramie inspiration 
for local thriller novel
By KAYLA DUMAS
lbedit10@laramieboomerang.com

In a growing trend around Laramie, 
a local author released his own novel, 
“Boxman,’ last month. Based in Laramie 
and surrounding areas, “Boxman,” by 
E. Cooper Ostresh, tells the story of a 
professional safe-cracker and his crew. 
The thriller works through several heist 
capers to give readers varied insight on 
the workings of a safe-cracker.
The lead character works in the Laramie 

railyards, a place Ostresh is familiar with. 
He said a real safe-cracker needs to be 
grounded in working-class backgrounds, 
but remain well-educated, whether 
“institutionally or from self-study.”
“I worked at the rail plant back in 2000 

and was impressed by how well-read 
many of the employees were,” he said 
in a press release. “Indeed, many of 
them had more nuanced conversations 
about the world than co-workers I had 
when I had worked at the University 
(of Wyoming) Libraries. So when I was 
looking for a character that could have 
both the technical skills and the overall 
intelligence to be a safe-cracker, the 
welding plant was the perfect fit.”
The rest of the cast come from other 

areas in the Front Range, including a 
college student from the Colorado School 
of Mines, a fitness instructor from Fort 
Collins and a pawn shop owner from 
Cheyenne. 
As someone who knows a great deal 

about heists, being a fan of movies such 
as ‘Thief’ featuring James Caan and Jason 

Statham’s performance in “The Bank 
Job,” according to the book’s website, 
Ostresh wanted to work outside of the 
standard heist format.
“I mean, Carey Grant and George 

Clooney have done great jobs portraying 
classy, debonair masterminds, but I think 
that has also become somewhat of a tired 
archetype,” he said. 
“It is time for something new in the 

genre and I have worked hard to bring 
that to the book.”
“Boxman” is available at amazon.com.

WITH HOSTESS CLOSING, RUN 
ON TWINKIES IN CHEYENNE  
By MEAD GRUVER
Associated Press

CHEYENNE — Anybody in Wyoming 
who’s craving a Twinkie — good luck.
People flocked to a usually sleepy 

Hostess outlet store in Cheyenne on 
Friday to grab all the Twinkies and 
Zingers they could get before Hostess 
goes out of business.
More than 20 people were queued up 

with shopping carts full of goodies. The 
line snaked around the inside of the 
small store on the east side of town.
At midday, the store was already out 

of Twinkies. The last five packages 
went to a local radio personality, 
Wayne Spencer, who got there just in 
time.
“I just wanted to get the last ones I 

could get. A little snack food once in a 
while is not harmful,” Spencer said.
Hostess Brands Inc. announced 

Friday morning it was closing. 
Customers began streaming in soon 
after, Cheyenne store manager Brenda 
Baca said.
By midday, she’d already served 

about 300 customers — three times as 
many as she typically got all day — and 
she was working the store’s only cash 
register by herself. The parking lot, 

which usually has no more than two or 
three cars at a time, was full.
Eight packages of coffee cakes were 

in the cart of Larry Brokaske, of 
Cheyenne.
“We believe these are all that we’re 

ever going to be able to get,” Brokaske 
said. “I eat one or two every morning. 
That’s my breakfast, basically. So I’m 
going to have to find a new breakfast.”
Whether this truly will be the demise 

of the supposedly indestructible 
Twinkie remains to be seen. Brands as 
iconic as Hostess products would seem 
likely to find buyers and new life with 
other companies.
Even so, the phone in the Cheyenne 

store was ringing off the hook with 
people asking store employees to set 
back this or that. Baca said she couldn’t 
honor those requests.
Most people by far were buying 

Twinkies and Ding Dongs, she said. 
Plenty of Wonder Bread remained — 
the sweet stuff, not so much.
Employees said the store would 

remain open no later than Monday. 
After that, they’ll be out in a tough job 
market.
“This whole thing is tough for me. I’ve 

been here nine years,” Baca said.

Announcement planned on water agremeent
LAS VEGAS (AP) — 

Plans are being made 
to unveil a landmark 
pact between the United 
States and Mexico to 
share Colorado River 
water during times of 
drought and surplus. 

International Boundary 
and Water Commission 
official Gustavo Ramirez 
in El Paso, Texas, 
confirmed Friday that an 
announcement is expected 
Tuesday in San Diego. A 
time and place haven’t 

been made public. The 
commission’s U.S. section 
secretary, Sally Spener, 
said this week that there 
were still a number of 
reviews and approvals 
needed north and south of 
the border.


